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r.---.. .- The rib levels used for the anterior approach. (Fig. 8) . In the patients with deformity, the mean number of intervertebral disc levels fused was 5. 1 ± 1 .4 (Fig. 9) , and Zielke The mean intraoperative blood loss for the whole group was 925 ± 1 591 ml (100 ml to 10 1). Three patients who had undergone the extrapleural approach had intraoperative blood loss greater than twice the standard deviation from the mean. In these it was thought not to be directly related to the surgical approach used ; two of them had complex adult scoliosis and one had a kyphosis due to ankylosing spondylitis (Fig. 10) . No patient in the other group had undergone procedures of equivalent 
